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The route to your roots 


LOKAMANYA 

TILAK 


'Swaraj is my birthright and I shall have it' -- this clarion call was 
given by Bal Gangadhar Tilak. He was a towering figure in the 
Indian Independence movement. A nationalist to the core, he 
believed strongly that modern education would inculcate patriotism 
and self-respect in the people. His inspiring speeches and writing 
landed Tilak in jail several times. But this did not dampen his spirit 
or will to cast off the yoke of foreign rule from his motherland. 
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ON JULi 23, 1856, GANGAPHAR AWT T1LAK, THE HEADMASTER. OF THE LOCAL MARATHI 
SCHOOL IN RATNAGiRi t WAS PACINO UP AND DOWN THE VERANDA OF MIS HOUSE. 
HIS WIFE WAS ABOUT TO HAVE A BABV. 


HE HAD THREE DAUGHTERS, BUT LIRE 
OTHER PARENTS OF HIS TIME HE 
LONGED FOR A SON. 


WHOEVER HE LOOKED LIKE. THE CHILD, BAL 
GANGAPHAR T/LRK, WAS DESTINED TO BECOME 
&REAJ 














































WHEN ML WHS TEN YEARS OLD, MS 
FATHER WAS TRANSFERRED TO PONE 


Y tWCW, THIS N- 
r SUM JS TOO 
SIMPLE. GIVE ME 
A MORE DIFFICULT 

V ONE. J. 


' LATER,MV SON. > 
NOW WE\L PRACTISE 
THE SANSKRIT . 
s SHLOKAS. S- 


I CAN PO 
SUMS IN My 
MIND* 


ftUT | DON’T 
NEED IT, 
AUNTY. . 


BAL WAS NO POUBT INTELLIGENT. BUT HE M /AS, TO H/S 
TEACHER'S ANNOYANCE, EQUALLY STUBBORN. ONE PAY 
AT SCHOOL — 


SHORTLY AFTER THEY CAME TO PUNE,SAL’S 
MOTHER OfEP. IT WAS HIS AUNT WHO NOW 
LOOK BP AFTER HIM . 


/BAL 


YOU 


VE 


FORGOTTEN 


I KNOW, I KNOW. 
PUT YOU MUST 
CARRV A 5LATE. 
ALL THE OTHER 
k BOVS PO- 


SAL HAP HIS EARLY CPU CATION AT HOME, 
UNDER THE STRICT SUPERVISION OF H/S 
FATHER- J 













































































































i pipn't eat in 
CLASS. I PIPN'T MAKE 
THE MESS. SO WHV 
SHOULP I TAKE THE 
V PUNISHMENT P / 


THE TEACHER 
LOOK AT THE 


WHEN THE BOVS PRETENPEP TO BE SORE Y 
FOR WHAT THEY MAP PONE, THE TEACHER 
RELENTEP. 


ENTEREp ANP TOOK ONE 
CLASS. 














































































f THrtTfe what 

WM HOOLP WANT 
ME TO P0. YES, 

I MUST GET OVER 
S MV GRIEF, uncle. 


GET OVER VOUR GRIEF 
flNP CONCENTRATE 
. ON VOUR STUPIES. j 


HfS FATHER-IN-LAW WANTED 70 BUY 
HtM A PRESENT. j-- 

IF WO PON*r\ 
MINP, I'P PREFER 

books, thev are 
more valuable. 


WHEN BAL WAS FIFTEEN. ME WAS MARRIED 
TO A TEN-YEAR-OLD GIRL NAMED SATYABMAMA 
CHILD MARRIAGE WAS COMMON IN THOSE DAYS. 


THAT SAME YEAR. 

SAL'S FATHER DIED. 


TRUTHFUL, FEARLESS. PROUD— SUCH 
AMS THE STUFF BAL AMS MADE OF. 


HE JOINED ANOTHER SCHOOL. BUT THOUGH 
HE WAS AN EXCELLENT STUDENT HE DID 

Ljrrr jm uici a ui mm 
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ANP GET OVER IT HE PIP. HE WAG SEVENTEEN WHEN ME JOINED 

THE DECCAN COLLEGE. ON THE FIRST PAT AS THE GOVS i- 

ASSEMBLER AT THE MESS FOR. LUNCH — ,- -- ' 


F WELL, WELL, TILAKI > 
HOW ORTHOPOX CAN WE 
6ET ! A SILK PHOTI — 

IT REMINPS ME OF MY 
FATHER ANP GRANP -j 
V FATHER» y 


THE BOH WHO HAP * 
COMMENT WAS PAUI 


WHATfe WRONG WITH IT? 


IT’S OUR TRAPITIONAL 
PRESS 1 PON'T THE EURO¬ 
PEANS HAVE THEIR 
FORMAL PRESS FOR A 
X PIHNERS? y^H 


/ YOU ARE OUT- ^ 
'SPOKEN AREN'T YOU, 
TILAK ? I HAVE MUCH 
l TO LEARN FROM A 

v you. y 


AFTER THE MEAL — 


ANP THUS BEGAN THE LIFELONG 
FRIENDSHIP OF TtLAR ANP KHARE. 


KHARE- 
JUST BEGUN 
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NOT ALL THE PROFESSORS, HOWEVER 
APPRECIATED THAR'S SUPERIOR. 
WTELLISENCE ■ - 


MR.T1LAK, WHV 
PONT yOU TAKE 
DOWti NOTES 
WHEN I LECTURE ?. 


f I DON'T NEED 
TO, SIR. I HAVE 
MASTERED THE 
SANSKRIT 
PORTION Oh 
_ MV OWN. , 


TT WAS THIS FRANKNESS THAT EARNED 

MR. BLUNT. 


TURK THE NICKNAME 












































































DISPLAY YOUR LOVE OF ' 
FREE POM IN A MORE WORTHY 

manner; hammer the 

THRONE OF ENG LA HP, IF ttXJ 
OAN I IF NOT, AT LEAST 
CHERISH SUCH AN AMBITION.. 


r ... COWARP» PP YOU 
THINK THAT TRAMPLING 
A MERE PICTURE MAKES 
YOU A HERO? 


WE MUST 
HAVE 
POLITICAL 
FREEDOM 
FIRSTI 


AFTER GRADUATING IN ARTS, THAR TOOK UP THE STUDY OF LAW. AROUND THAT 
H£ STRUCK UP A FRIENDSHIP WITH GOPAL GANE3H AGARKAR , AN M. A. STUDENT, 


IMPACT SOCIAL REFORMS 
IMPOSED BY AN ALIEN 
GOVERNMENT CAN NAVE 
ON THE PEOPLE e 


WE HERO 
MEEKLY HEARD 
HIM OUT* 


r BUT EVEN THAT 
CANNOT BE ACHIEVED 
WITHOUT MODERN 
l EDUCATION * j 


— 






—-—-. 


a 


































































LOKAMANYATILAK 



f WIRE LUCKY TO CATCH ^ 
THEM' VOUNQ . AND IF WE 1 
DON’T SUCCEED IN 
INCULCATING SELF-RESPECT 
AND LOVE FOR THE k 

LCOUNTRY IN THEM— 


WE WILL SUCCEED! 
IF ONLY WE COULD 
REACH THE ADULTS 
> too! V 


THE NIGHT BEFORE THE INAUGURATION 
03 TfLAK AMD NtS CLOSE FRIEND 
NAMJOSW WERE GOING THE ROUNDS - 


THE SCHOOL ATTRACTED THE 
BEST OF TALENTS. SUCH AN 
ENCOURAGING RESPONSE 
INSPIRED THE FRIENDS TV 
WORM WITH GREATER 
ENTHUSIASM. 








































































































BUT, AGARKAR, YOU NAVE 
MUCH TO SAY- YOUR HEART 
IS BURNING WITH PATRIO¬ 
TISM I WORDS WILL FLOW 
V Of THEIR OWN ACCORD f A 


T1LAK ! NONE OF US 
HAVE THE JOURNALISTIC 
EXPERIENCE FOR ONE, 
AND YOU talk OF TWO- 


WHAT ABOUT 
THE PRINTING 
MACHINE, 

. NAM JOSHI P 


r LEAVE 
THAT TO ME 
AGARKAR. 


'THEREJ OUR 
OFFICE! THE 
EDITORS CHAIR 
DESK AND 
STATIONERY! 


WHAT ABOUT 
THE PRINTING 
MACHINE, 

. NAM JOSHI P 


r LEAVE 
THAT TO ME 
AGARKAR- 


TJIAK'S WORDS SET CHI PLUNKSR THINKING. 
ONE OAT — jz 


WHY ONE, LET'S 
HAVE TWO ' ONE IN 
ENGLISH AND THE 
OTHER IN 


I'VE FOUND A WAY TO 
REACH THE ADULTS » WHY 
DON’T WE START A 
. WEEKLY P > 


and so the two weeklies—kesari in 

MARATHI AND THE MAHRATTA IN ENGLISH 
WERE BORN. 
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LOKAMANYA TILAK 



VO YOU THINK 
WE’LL FINISH 
PRINTING IT IN 
'V TIME ? 


f •«. ™«i, i 

NAMJOSHI-THE Y 
COPIES MUST ] 

REACH THE PEOPLE 1 
. EARLY IN THE i I 
Nv MORN I NS . Jk J 


NAM JOSH! MADE ARRANGEMENTS FOR A 
SECOND-HAND PRINTING MACHINE AND 
HAD IT SMUGGLED INTO THE SCHOOL 


SINCE THEY COULDN'T AFFORD A 
MECHANIC, TILAK SET IT UP- 


ONE NIGHT. [ 























































































IT 5EEMS HE WANTS 
TO PEPOSE THE 
APOPTEP PRINCE. 
TILflK HAS EXPOSEP 
v HIM. V 


TOTALLY! THE 
DOCUMENTS 
PUBLISHEP IN 
KE5ARI PROVE 
THAT THE PIWAN 
IS PLAYING A 
DANGEROUS GAME. 


BUT THE DOCUMENTS WHICH TtLAK AND 
A6ARKAR HAD PUBLISHED, UN FOR TUNATEL Y 
TURNED OUT TO BE FABRICATED. 


THE (MWAN SUED THE EDITORS AND HAD THEM 
HAILED IN SPITE OF THE APOLOGY OFFERED. 


THE VIEWS OF THE PEOPLE OF PUNE 

were openly expressed jn the 




























































OUT THIS FAITH IN TILAK NAS PUT 70 THE 
TEST, IN A RATHER MISCHIVOUS MANNER, 8</ 
ONE CtOPALRAO JOSH/. 


JOSHI INVITED THEN TO DELIVER 
LECTURES AT A CHRISTIAN MISSION. 
AFTER THE LECTURE - 



THE FOLLOWING OAT, THE QRTNOPQX7 WERE IN FOR A SHOCK. 

DID TOO SEE THE 
M0RWN6 PAPERS P RANAPE. 

AND GOKHALE, I CAN 
UNDERSTAND. BUT TILAK! 

I NEVER DREAMT THAT 
TILAK WOULD HAVE TEA 
FROM A CHRISTIAN 
KITCHEN! 



1 


GOPALRAO HAD SEEN 70 IT 
THAT THEIR NAMES WERE 
PUBLISHER IN THE NEWSPAPERS / 









































































wshwanath, mis’ eldest son, 
urns CURIOUS . 1 -. 


' NO PRIEST HAS 
AGREEP TO COME TO 
OUR HOUSE FOR YOUR 
FATHERfe SHRAPPMA* 
\ CEREMONY. 


WHO IS BALAM 
BHATTA , PAPA P 


^PON*T WORRY. 
BALAM BHATTA 
WILL NOT LET 
.you DOWN* 


BASED ON ASTRONOMICAL EVIDENCE 
TURK ESTABLISHED THE PERIOD OF 
THE VEDAS AS 4000 B.C. 


HE ANEW THE VEDAS BETTER THAN THEV 
DID, AND THE MORE HE DELVED INTO 
THE VEDAS THE MORE CURIOUS HE 
BECAME ABOUT THEIR ANTIQUITY. 

THE HYMNS WHICH 
SUGGEST THE POSI¬ 
TION OF THE 
AND THE 
SHOULP THROW 
LIGHT ON THE AGE 


yOU’LL SEE 
HIM TOMORROW 


EVEN IN THE MIDST OF AU. HIS SCHOLARLY 
PURSUITS, THAR HAD NOT FORGOTTEN 
THE COMMON MAN. 


w v* 


THE MASSES 
MUST BE EPUCATEP 
ABOUT THEIR RIGHTS. 
THE FIRST STEP IS 
TO FINP A FORUM 
FOR BRINGING 
PEOPLE OF VARIOUS 
COMMUNITIES 


' DEATH ANNIVERSARY 
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W FOR SWADESHI* ^ 
r CLOTH, ITS TOO EXPEN¬ 
SIVE! WHY SHOULD WE . 

BUY IT WHEN IMPORTED 
i CLOTH IS AVAILABLE 
L FOR THE SAME A 

PRICE f* 


' IF WE DON'T BUV SWADESHI CLOTH 
WHO WILL ? HOW WILL OUR PEOPLE, 
OCIR TRADE SURVIVE ? IF YOU LOVE 
WUR COUNTRY AND YOUR PEOPLE. 

. DON'T BUY BRITISH CLOTH! 1 

2S BOYCOTT IT* 


LATER HE CELEBRATE? THE BIRTH ANNIVER¬ 
SARY OF SmFUf AT RAIQAD, WHICH HAP ONCE 
BEEN THE CAPITAL OP THE MARATNAS. 


SHIVAJI LOVED HIS 
COUNTRY AHt> HtS FREE- 
POHk. HE WAS SELF- 
RESPECTING , COURAGEOUS, 
BRAVE AND NOBLE. LET 


AROUND THAT 77ME, THE GOVERNMENT RAISED THE 

TAX * ON INDIAN CLOTH, TO HELP THE CLOTH FROM 
BRITAIN TO SELL BETTER. ■■■ ■ i, . — , . 


IT'S THE NEW 
TAX. WE ARE 
HELPLESS- 
WHAT CAN WE 


TXLAH, HOWEVER.,D/0 NOT SIT BACK HELPLESS. 

H.W-.- 


* EXCISE DUTY + INDIGENOUS 




































































TO. A ft AND M/S SUPPORTERS WERE 
LABELLED EXTREMISTS ■ BUT THAT 
P/P NOT DETER HIM- 


GO BACK TO YOU R 
VILLAGES ANP MAKE THE 
FARMERS CLAMOUR FOR 
FOOD ANP FOPPER.LET 
THE CLAMOUR PERSIST 
TILL TME PEAF GOVERN¬ 
MENT HEARS TME CRY) 


ONCE WHEN FAMINE BROKE OUT IN 
/MAHARASHTRA - i- 


LEAVING THEIR VILLAGES! 
I MUST REALM THEM } 
INSTIL COURAGE INTO 
THEM | THEY MUST 
KNOW WHAT THEIR 
RIGHTS IN 


WLAK DID NOT BELIEVE IN SENDING 

RETrrtCWS TO THE government as 
SOME OF N/S COLLEAGUES IN THE 
XNbjXN NATIONAL CONGRESS, THE 
MODERATES , DIP. MIS METHODS 
WERE DIFFERENT^ , -- 

THE CROPS HAVE FAILEP ANP 
YOU HAVE NEITHER FOOP NOR 
MONEY. ARE YOU GOING TO LOSE 
THE ROOF ABOVE YOUR HEAP 
TOO? VOU HAVE A RIGHT TO LIVE! 
CAN'T VOU FIGHT FOR YOUR 
RIGHTS EVEN IN THE GRIP OF 
PEATH ? 
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' FIGHT FOR YOUR 
RIGHTS! PONT BE AFRAID 1 
Of PETTY OFFICIALS' NO ONE 
CAN COMPEL VOt! TO SELL 
WUR LAND TO RAY TAXES . 

INSTEAD, THE GOVERN ME NT- 
V MUST HELP YOU IN SUCH 
> . TIMES! j 


TEAR WAS BUSY W/m THE STRUGGLE 
TO SECURE FAMINE RELIEF FOR THE FARMERS, 
TUB PLAGUE STRUCK PUNE . THE GOVERNMENT 
WAS AT FIRST INDIFFERENT ANP TOOK NO 
TO ARREST 7ME SFREAP OF THE 


TOUNG AMP OLP, t/lak's volunteers went to 
THE VtUAGES EARRV/NG HIS MESSAGE . j - 





























































THEY PO MOT 
UNPERSTANP THE 
FEARS OF OUR 
PEOPLE. I’LL SEE 
WHAT I CAN PO 
. ABOUT IT. A 


YOUR SON IS POWN WITH THE 
I PLAQUE . IT IS YOUR DUTY 
TO SENP HIM TO THE ^ ) 
k ISOLATION HOSPITAL. A 


PLEASE LISTEN 
r TOME, KARA*. TO SAVE 
HIS LIFE AHP THE LIVES 
OF OTHERS AT HOWIE, VUU 
MUST SENP HIM TO 
THE HOSPITAL. , 


KNOW BEST 
SAL WANT RAO. 
PO AS YOU WISH 


FIMALL Y WNEN /T PtD ACT, IT PH? SO WfTM 
A VENGEANCE. ONE CHARLES RANO MAS 
APPOINTED PLAGUE COMMISSIONER. 


OUT THERE MAS TROUBLE AFOOT 


f I WANT EVERY HOUSE IN 
PUNE PISINFECTEP. PUT ANY¬ 
ONE WHO IS ILL IN HOSPITAL 
ANP TAKE THE. RELATIVES 
TO THE CAMP OUTSIPE THE 
TOWN —BY FORCE IF 
NECESSARY. THAT’S 
ALL. YOU MAY 
V <30. 


1 PON’T HAVE ANY 
TRUST IN THE 
SOL PIERS. ANP 
I PON’T BLAME THEM. 
THE SOLPIER5 ARE > 


THAN WENT THE ROUNDS, SOMETIMES MtTH THE 
SOLDIERS , SOME TIMES ALONE. |— |7T1-mni 


UNCLE 
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r COME ON • LET’S 
GET THIS FILTHY 
HOLE DISINFECTED. 


^ LET HIM GO I 
THERE'S NO. NEED 
TO BE SO ROUGH. 


r PLEASE LEAVE THAT 
ROOM ALONE. IT IS OUR 
. RO£Wl OF WORSHIP. . 


' poWt listen 

TO THE WILY OLE 
MAN I HE'S 
PROBABLY HIDING 
A PATIENT IN 
-V THERE I > 


JUST THEN THE SOL PIERS AXRii/ED ON THE SCENE . 















































































TUAK RAISED HIS VOICE 4<WlNsr INHUMAN TREATMENT 
METEP OUT 70 THE SUFFERING PEOPLE OF PUNE. IN HIS 
ENGLISH WEEKLY, MAHRATTA , HE WROTE - 





NORMALCY SLOWLY RETURNEP BUT 
THE WOUNDS INFLICTED BY THE 
THOUGHTLESS SOLDIERS DID NOT 
HEAL. AN ANGRY MAN, DAMOPAR 
CHAPHEKAR, SHOT AT RAND. 


THERE WAS A MASSIVE HUNT 
FOR THE UNKNOWN CULPRIT. 


MEANWHILE, THE GOVERNMENT IMPOSED 



HEAVY FINES ON THE CITIZENS. 

7 LOOK ! LISTEN TO 

TIL/tK HAS TO SAY. HAS 
THE GOVERNMENT LOST 
ITS SENSES P TO RULE 


THE 



































































f THE TIMES* OF 
INDIA* ALLEGES THAT 
THE CULPRIT DREW 
INSPIRATION FROM 
TILAK'S WRITINGS AMP 
V SPEECHES, > 


' THE ENGLISHMEN 
ARE SO PANIC- 
STRICKEN THAT 
THEY SEE 
MURDERERS EVEN 
IN THEIR OWN 
SHADOWS 1 . 


WHEN MNP PIED OF THE BULLET WOUND, 
THE ENGLISHMEN STEPPEP UP THE/P 
CAMPAIGN AGAINST TUAK * FINALLY THE 
GOVERNMENT SWUNG INTO ACTION. 


THE GOVERNMENT 
HAS LOST ITS 
^ SENSES. > 


Y ME SHOWN ^ 
r US THE WAY TO GET 
GRIEVANCES REDRESSED 
LAWFULLY. IS Thai¬ 
'S sedition p 


Y POES PRAISING SHIVAJI ^ 
MAMARAd AMOUNT TO SEDIT¬ 
ION f TH.AK HAS TAUGHT US 
TO FIGHT FOR OUR RIGHTS. IS 

THAT SEDITION P > 


f WE OPENLY BARE TO 
CRITICISE THE GOVERN¬ 
MENT. A FEW YEARS AGO 
WE COULD NOT EVEN 
L THINK OF SUCH A A 

THING* 


E THAT'S PRECISELY 
WHAT THE GOVERNMENT 
HAS AGAINST TILAK- HE 
HAS INSTILLED COURAGE 
INTO US- THAT IS 
SEDITION ACCORDING 
£> _ TO THEM. > 


TILAK WAS HELP ON A CHARGE OF SEDITION ■ 


* THEN CONTROLLED BV A BRITISH COMPANY 
























































































VOU ARE KlMp 

but you are 
breaking 
prison rules. 
vou SHOULDN'T 


the next da y f «e brought some copra and 

JAGGERY. TfLAK DEC /PEP TO UE TO PUT MM OFF. 


I CAN’T EAT ^ 
THESE. I HAVE A 
SORE MOUTH. 


* WHERE POLITICAL PRISONERS USED TO BE DEPORTED 


T/LAR TOO FELL ILL IN PRISON - 
HE LOST 2 / POUNPSI 


HOWEVER , A MUSLIM WARDER TRIED TP BE 


OF HELP TO MM. 

PAtMSAMEB, I KNOW 
DON'T LIKE FOOD 
COOKED WITH ONION AND 
GARLIC. HAVE SOME 
BETEL NUT. IT MIGHT 
HELP. 


AS EXPECTED THE COURT FOUND T/LAK GUILTY. 
THE SENTENCE WAS EIGHTEEN MONTHS* 
RIGOROUS IMPRISONMENT. WHEN THE NEWS 
REACHED H!$ WIFE,SHE FELL SERIOUSLY ILL. 

T^P^e^the 

f GOVERNMENT to 
IMPRISON ME TOO I 
I HAVE BEEN HIS ' 

PARTNER IN 

everything. 


r I’LL GET YOU 
ALMONDS AND 
SUGAR CANDY 
THEN. 


T/LAR HAD 7V ACCEPT 
DEFEAT BEFORE SUCH 
PERSISTENCE. 


















































































































ME AUGHT HAVE BEEN 
MISGUIDED IN KILLING 
RAND. BUT CAN 
ANYONE DOUBT 
HIS PATRIOTISM** M 



ONE Of THE VERSES HE CAME ACROSS 
WHILE REAPING THE TRANSLATION MADE 
HIM PAUSE ANP THINK. 


THE SUN ROSE.” 
HOW COULP THIS 



THE RARE GIFT FROM THE FAMOUS GERMAN 
SCHOLAR WON FOR TIL AN FACILITIES FOR 
REAPING ANP WRITING in HIS CELL . 


A FEW PAYS LATER, A BENGALI GENTLEMAN 
CALLEP ON T/LAR , 


PROF, MAH MUELLER 
SENT VOU A GIFT—HIS 
TRANSLATION OF THE 
RIG 


... UNLESS 
THE ARYANS HAP 
ONCE LIVED IN 
THE ARCTIC! YES/ 
THAT’S IT I IT 
. HAS TO BE r 


IT WAS THIS /PEA THAT LATER. LEO 
HIM TO WRITE THE BOOK — THE 
ARCTIC NOME IN THE VEDAS. 



































































































































THEIR AIM IS TO DISUNITE 
THE BENGALI MUSLIMS 
V AND HINDUS- / 


BUT THEY 
WILL NOT 
SUCCEED. 


r WHY, OH WHY 
PIPN*T FATE 
SPARE WSHWANATH? 


BEARING HfS GRIEF WITH STOICISM 
TILAK WORK SO WITH EXTRA ZEAL. 


OUR RULERS ARE TRADERS 
AS WELL AS POLITICIANS. IF 
THE ONE IS PRESSED THE 
OTHER IS BOUND TO BE 
AFFECTED ! IF WE ARE SELF - 
RELIANT WE WILL BECOME 
S3 POLITICALLY free. 


TILAK STARTED A GLASS FACTOR Y AT TALEGAON AND A CO-OPERATIVE STORE FOR 
THE SALE OF SWADESHI GOODS IN BOMBAY ■ 


THE PARTITION ONLY GAVE FURTHER 
IMPETUS TO THE SWADESHI MOVEMENT. 

IN PUNE AS IN THE REST OF INDIA .PEOPLE 
BOYCOTTED FOREIGN GOODS. STUDENTS 
MADE A HUGE BONFIRE OF 
CLOTHES-, THE 
OF MANY TO COME. 


THEN IN JULY ISOS, LORD CURZON ANNOUNC 
ED THE PARTITION OF BENGAL . THE | || n 
PARTITION CAME INTO FORCE ON rTT 
OCTOBER 16. ISC5 - p —=^ 7 —rwM 1 -LL^ 


TILAKS PREDICTION 
PROVED TRUE. 


AT LAST ON SEPTEMBER 6. 1898, TILAK 

ms released, the temple sells of 

PUNE RANG OUT ECHOING THE JON OF THE 
PEOPLE. 


A 


FIVE YEARS LATER, THE PLAGUE BROKE OUT 
A6*fN IN PUNE. THIS TIME IT CLAIMED 
IRAK’S ELDEST SON. 


WHY SHOULP'IT? 
LIVES HAVE BEEN 
SNATCHED AWAY FROM 
SEVERAL HOMES. ONE 
WAS SNATCHED 
FROM OURS TOO. 


































































































SINCE SWARAJ WAS THE GOAL OF TtL/tK AMP H>5 FRIENDS, 

LIKE LALA LAJPATRA! OF PUNJAB ANP AUR03INP0 |-' 

(THOSE OF BENGAL, THEY CAME 70 BE KNOWN AS / 
NATfONALtSTS . T—- —— —r—i—J - 


f ...YOU R FUTURE RESTS ^4^ 
ENTIRELY IN YOU R HANDS. 

If YOU MEAN TO BE FREE, YOU 
CAN BE FREE; IF YOU VO NOT, 
YOU WILL FALL AND BE 
V FOREVER FALLEN— J 


WHEN THE TWO PARTIES MET 


AT THE CONGRESS SESSION IN SURAT, TtlAA 
WAS NOT ALLOWEP TO SPEAK BEFORE 

pr. shosh's election . 


BUT WE CAN’T 
OPENLY CHALLENGE 
THE GOVERNMENT! 
THEY'LL STAMP 


I VE A RIGHT TO 
ADDRESS THE 
DELEGATES .YOU 
CAN’T 


THE GOVERNMENT TRIED JN JAIN TO CURB 
THE NATIONALISTS. LALA LAJPATRA! WAS 
PEPORTEQ TO MANDALAY IN BURMA. 

BUT - 


njr . ... if your ^ 
f AGITATION STOPPED 
AS SOON AS ONE 
DEPORTATION TOOK 
PLACE,THE GOVERNMENT 
WOULD GET AWAY WITH 
THE IDEA THAT 

. Repression hap 

^ TRIUMPHED. A 


THE MODERATES HOWEVER 
TED PR. RASHBEHAR/ 
GHOSH. 


WHEN LAJPATRA! WAS RELEASED 


NOVEMBER 1907 - 


^ LAJPATRA I SHOULD 

BE MADE THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE 


FITTING REPLY 
TO THE 











































































r TILAK, | WANT > 
TO GIVE y0 U A TIP 
the GOVERNMENT 
IS PLANNING TO 
^ARREST you. A 


THE CASE AGAINST T/LAK CAME UP 
BEFORE THE BOMBAY HIGH COURT. THE 
ADVOCATE-GENERAL QUOTED FROM the 
ARTICLE TO PRESS HfS CLAIM THAT T/LAK 

was gu/lty. r 


THE BOMB PARTY HAS 
COME INTO EXISTENCE AS A 

result of the oppression 

PRACTISED BY THE OFFICIAL CLASS 
— THE RESPONSIBILITy FOR THIS 
CALAMITY MUST, THEREFORE BE 
THROWN NOT ON POLITICAL ' 

agitation, writings, or 

SPEECHES BUT ON THE 

thoughtlessness and the 
obstinacy of the 

OFFICIAL CLASS.” 


THE EXPLOSION ECHOED THROUGH THE 
COUNTRY. THE GOVERNMENT SWUNG 
INTO ACTION AND SEVERAL JOURNALISTS 
WERE P AIL ED. g 


WHAT POES IT N 
MATTER P THE* 
WHOLE COUNTRY 
16 LIKE A VAST 
PRISON. THEY ARE 
NOW GOING TO 
CONFINE ME IN A 
k SMALLER ONE. 


A FEW DAYS LATER , T/LAK WAS 

ARRESTED, the charge was 
SEDITION; THE OFFENCE, AN 
ARTICLE HE HAD WRITTEN. 


BUT THEY DID AND THE CONGRESS 
SPLIT INTO TWO GROUPS. 


THIS WILL NEVER 
VO. A HOUSE DIVIDED 
AGAINST ITSELF 
CANNOT STAND. WE 
ARE PLAYING INTO 
THE HANDS OF THE 
BRITISH. WE MUST 
REMAIN UNITED 


AROUND TH/S TIME, REVOLUTIONARIES 
WHO BELIEVED IN VIOLENCE BECAME 
ACTIVE . ON APRIL SO, 1QO& THE FIRST 
BOMB WAS THROWN AT THE BRITISH 
RESIDENTS OF MUZ AFFAR PUR, 


































































LOKAMANYATILAK 



THAN IMS SENTENCED TO TRANSPORTATION FOR 
SI* YEARS. IN BOMBAY A SIX-DAY STRIKE 
WAS OBSERVED AND AU THE TEXTILE 
MILLS were CLOSED. 


THE POLICE FIRED INDISCRIMINATELY AT THE 
DEMONSTRATORS . j 








































































T/LAK MAS DEPORTED TO MANDALAY . 'BANpE 
MATARAM ' THE BENGAL I WEEKLY BID HIM A 
PATHETIC FAREWELL, - --- 


GO, TILAK, WHEREVER 
YOU WAV BE SENT TO 
CRUSH YOUR BODY... T»E 
CANKER Of THE CHAINS 
WILL NOT ONLY EAT INTO 
YOU ft LIMBS BUT ALSO 
INTO EVERY HEART OF 
THE COUNTRY TO STIR it 
UP TO ITS PUTV. YOU 
have FULFILLED YOUR 

mission... 






t/lak spent five years and eight 

MONTHS IN MANDALAY. HIS SOLE COMPA¬ 
NIONS WERE BOOKS AND BIRDS 

1 


TILAK’S PROLONGED DETENTION TOTALLY 
UNNERVED HIS WIFE AND SHE DIED WHEN 
HE WAS IN MANDALAY - WHEN THE JAILOR 
CAME INTO TILAK'S CELL — 


ONE OF US HAP 
TO FACE THE 
OTHER’S DEATH. 

I AW SLAP IT IS J. 

I ONLY WISH l COULP 
HAVE BEEN WITH 
HER WHEN THE 
END CAME. 



THE SECRET OF THE GITA 
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ON UUNE 17, 131* NT 2-00 A- M. THERE 
WAS A KNOCK AT GA/KWAO WAPA, 
T/LAK’S RES/PENCE 


THE WHOLE HOUSEHOLP WOKE UP. T/LAK 
WAS BACK / 



SOME WELL -WISHERS TR/EP TO PiSSUAPE 
T/LAK FROM TAKING PART IN POLITICS. 






























































































f home RULE 15 THE ^ 
ONLV REMEPY- INSIST ON 
YOUR Rights - India is 
YOUR OWN HOME, ISN'T 
IT P / 


TILAK TOOK UP THE CAUSE OP HOME RULE t THE PEOPLE’S RIGHT TO FORM 

THEIR OWN GOVERNMENT. HE TOURED ALL OVER INDIA AND SPOKE TO .- 

THE PEOPLE. --------1 


WE PO NOT 
ASK FOR SEPARATION 
FROM EN6LANP. BUT 
OUR OOMFSTIC AFFAIRS 
ttOST 8E IN OUR 
HANPS. 


IT MUST BE NOTED THAT TILAK 
DEMANDED ONLY HOME ROLE 
NOT TOTAL INDEPENDENCE . THE 
T/ME MAS NOT YET RIPE FOR IT- 


TILAK 8V THEN HAD COME TO BE REVERED AS LOKAMANYA* BY PEOPLE 
ALL OVER INDIA. WHEN HE WENT TO LUCKNOW TO ATTEND THE 
CONGRESS SESSION, FOLLOWING THE UNIFICATION OF THE 
MODERATES AND NATIONALISTS , HE WAS TAKEN OUT IN 
PROCESSION. 


RESPECTED BY THE PEOPLE 
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SOME ENTHUSIASTIC YOUTHS UNHARNES¬ 
SED THE HORSES AND DREW THE 1- 

CARRIAGE^ 7HEMSELMES. j ' 


AND TILAK’S LIFELONG STRUGGLE AT 
LAST BORE FRUIT ON AUGUST IS, 19 +7. 
WHEN INDIA BECAME INDEPENDENT. 


AT THE LUCKNOW CONGRESS - 


SWARAJ IS MY 
BIRTH RIGHT 
ANP I SHALL 
HAVE IT- 


ON AUGUST 1, taeo, EXACTLY EIGHT 
MONTHS AFTER HIS RETURN T0 /NEVA, 
TtlAK DIED. BUT THE CAUSE FOR WHICH 

HE FOUGHT WAS TAKEN UP BY 1- 

MILLIONS OF HIS COUNTRYMEN. 


... AND WON MANY 
FRIENDS, NOTABLY FROM 
















































































